Document AM5 



(19) 



J 



APP^ 



Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 



(12) 



(11) EP 0 795 612 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



(88) Date of publication A3: 

24.03.1999 Bulletin 1999/12 

(43) Date of publication A2: 

17.09.1997 Bulletin 1997/38 

(21) Application number: 97301591.0 

(22) Date of filing 11.03.1997 



(51) Intel 6 C12Q 1/68 



(84) 


Designated Contracting States: 


• Kramer, Marcia Lynn 


AT BE CH DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT LI LU MC 


Rochester, NY 14615 (US) 




NL PT SE 


• Falvo, Joseph 






Rochester, NY 14617 (US) 


(30) 


Priority 11.03.1996 US 613571 








(74) Representative Mercer, Christopher Paul 


(71) 


Applicant: Johnson & Johnson Clinical 


Carpmaels & Ransford 




Diagnostics, Inc. 


43, Bloomsbury Square 




Rochester New York 14850 (US) 


London WC1A2RA (GB) 


(72) 


Inventors: 






Backus, John Wesley 






Williamson, NY 14589 {US) 





(54) Amplifying and detecting target nucleic acids using a post amplification incubation step 



(57) The present invention relates to a method tor 
amplifying and detecting a target nucleic acid. The 
method comprising contacting a sample suspected of 
containing the target nucleic acid with a thermostable 
DNA polymerase and two primers that are substantially 
complementary to the target nucleic acid, under condi- 
tions such that the target nucleic acid is amplified. The 



amplified target nucleic acids are then denatured to form 
single stranded nucleic acids Following amplification, 
the sample is subject to a pre-detection incubation step 
The sample is incubated for between 1 second and 30 
minutes at between 95°C and 120''C to inactivate said 
polymerization agent. Finally, the presence or absence 
of the amplified target nucleic acids is determined. 
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